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Congenital Heart Disease

Cardiac pacing in infants and children

Karen A McLeod
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FPaediatric pacemaker implants comprise =1% of all pacemaker ir’nplanta.W1 Whenitis
considered that the mean age of pacemaker implantation in the adult population is Y5 9 vears,
compared with =10 vears in the paediatric population, the problems of small size, arowth and
truly chronic pacing faced by the paediatric implanter are fully appreu:iateu:i.W1

Who needs a pacemaker in childhood?

The American College of Cardiologyiamerican Heart AssociationfHeart Rhythm Society
ACCBHAHRS) 2008 guidelines for device-based therapy of cardiac rhwthm ahnormalities
include up to date guidelines for implantation of pacemakers in children, adolescents and
patients with congenital heart dizease.! The main indication for pacing in childhood is
symptomatic orwoarrying hradycardia, the most commaon being complete heart block (box 1}.2
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